Ephesians 1:7




Lord’ Supper
Intro:
Football booster club planned to boost attendance…

· Community Celebration…inflatables, booths, prizes

· Hundreds, BUT… Kick Off… few came to the stands…

· Friday Night had lost its Focus

t/s – Danger for the Church… Gather a crowd, lose focus.


That’s why Jesus commands us to Gather at His Table.


Remember, Give Thanks, Fellowship…. Proclaim…
Ephesians 1:7

(clear, concise, compelling statement of Gospel)
We Proclaim that God Blesses Us Together.

Exp – WE have redemption… We share this in common… Fellowship


Eph. 2 == Gospel Glory is One Body out of Different People.

ILL – Imagine a family meal if you are angry with your brother…


Want to sit by father, enjoy meal; but brother is part of deal.

App – No one comes to the Table because he/she deserved a place.


Our common experience of His Grace!


Eph. 4: 32
Especially important in 2018
God Blesses Us in a Personal Relationship with Jesus

Exp – “In Him”  (In Whom) == vs. 6b – The Beloved, Jesus.


12 times in first 12 verses of Ephesians…


… Jesus, Jesus Christ our Lord, Him, Beloved…


Vs. 7 – In Him, Through His Blood, According to His grace


Paul Never lost His Focus!


Calls us to a Vital Connection with Jesus!

ILL – old church van… “What are you going to do with Jesus?”

App – Friend, do not be distracted… Jesus!



Have you come face to face with Jesus?



Do you know Him?  Are you IN Him?!

t/s – Specifically,…
God Blesses Us through Jesus’ Redemptive Work on the Cross

Exp – Paul uses two common words (not theological) to describe how 
Jesus’s death on the Cross can impact our Lives.
· Redemption = To be released by the payment of a price

· Picture of a Slave set Free!

· Price Paid = His Blood.


ILL – RG Lee, 1955 sermon on Redemption, Bought and 


Brought from bondage by the blessed blood
August 1, 1838, emancipation of slaves in Jamaica

William Knibb was a British Baptist Missionary


As midnight approached, Gathered 10,000 slaves… 


filled coffin with Whips, chains, branding irons… 
12 foot grave



First chime, “The monster is dying!”



12th chime, “The monster is dead!”  (shut lid!)



Imagine being a Slave Set Free!
· Forgiveness of our Sins (trespasses = Rebellion)


Grammar (apposition) indicates that “forgiveness” is 
the primary way we experience Redemption! 

· Forgive = to send away, to let go, to remove…


Technically God forgives SIN, not me.


Psalm 103:12

As far as East from west… I have removed

ILL – Mk 2 – Story of four friends carrying a paralytic


“Child, your sins are forgiven!”

Our Deepest and Greatest Need
App – Redeemed and Forgiven… through His Blood!


---- Bound by Sin and Blocked from the Father! 
t/s – This we remember, confess, celebrate, Give Thanks and Proclaim


at the Lord’s Table… Ephesians 1:7

Redemption and Forgiveness can be Our Present Reality.

Exp – “We Have” = pres act Indicative… statement of present reality

· Context = a hymn of praise for every spiritual blessing!

From Past to Future to Present…. We Have Redemption!
Ill – “Do you know for certain that your sins have been forgiven?”

· Hesitate… somehow, presumptuous…prideful.

Hesitance exposes a Self-Focus.  
· My performance, not His Purchase(blood)

· My goodness, not His Grace.
App – In Jesus, through His Blood, you can boldly say,


I have been Redeemed and Forgiven.

Invitation
Before we come to the Lord’s Table, I want to give you an opportunity to come to Jesus; to come asking Him for Redemption & Forgiveness.

Explain Invitation Process (seated, singing, celebrating) as moving front and center.  Pray.  Sing and open invitation.

Stand for Responsive Reading, Psalm 51, and There Is a Fountain.

(Deacons prepare to serve before last verse)

Psalm 51 Reading

PASTOR

Be gracious to me, O God, according to Your lovingkindness;

According to the greatness of Your compassion blot out my transgressions.

CONGREGATION

Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity

And cleanse me from my sin.

PASTOR

For I know my transgressions,

And my sin is ever before me.

CONGREGATION

Purify me with hyssop, and I shall be clean;

Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.

PASTOR

Hide Your face from my sins

And blot out all my iniquities.

CONGREGATION

Create in me a clean heart, O God,

And renew a steadfast spirit within me.

PASTOR

Do not cast me away from Your presence

And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.

CONGREGATION

Restore to me the joy of Your salvation

And sustain me with a willing spirit.

Then I will teach transgressors Your ways,

And sinners will be converted to You.

