
Holiness Is for You

Hebrews 12:14 (ESV)
Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without which no one will see the Lord.
“God has called every Christian to a holy life. There are no exceptions to this call.” — Jerry Bridges
Understanding the meaning of holiness

To be separated from sin.

2 Corinthians 6:17 (ESV)
Therefore go out from their midst, and be separate from them, says the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; then I will welcome you.

To be devoted and consecrated to God.

1 Peter 1:14-16 (ESV)
As obedient children, do not be conformed to the passions of your former ignorance, but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, “You shall be holy, for I am holy.”

To conduct yourself accordingly in your daily life.

1 Thessalonians 4:3-7 (ESV)
For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain from sexual immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own body in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not know God; that no one transgress and wrong his brother in this matter, because the Lord is an avenger in all these things, as we told you beforehand and solemnly warned you. For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness.
Recognizing the source of holiness

Holiness is an essential attribute of God.

Exodus 15:11 (ESV)
Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?

Because God is holy, there is no evil or darkness in Him.

1 John 1:5 (ESV)
This is the message we have heard from Him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in Him is no darkness at all.

Because God is holy, He can never excuse or overlook any sin.

Habakkuk 1:13 (ESV)
You .. are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong.

In His holiness, God graciously meets us in our brokenness.

Isaiah 57:15 (ESV)
For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite.”

Because God is holy, He requires us to be holy.

Leviticus 19:2 (ESV)
Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am holy.

Overcoming the barriers to holiness
We must accept our responsibility for being holy.
“People do not drift toward holiness.” — D. A. Carson

Galatians 2:20 (ESV)
I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.
We must hate all sin as God hates it.

“We never see sin aright until we see it as against God.” — W. S. Plumer  

Zechariah 8:17 (ESV)
Do not devise evil in your hearts against one another, and love no false oath, for all these things I hate, declares the Lord.”

Psalm 119:104 (ESV)
Through Your precepts I get understanding; therefore I hate every false way.

Song of Solomon 2:15 (ESV)
Catch the foxes for us, the little foxes that spoil the vineyards, for our vineyards are in blossom.
We must commit to obey God fully.

Ephesians 4:22 (ESV)
… to put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.

Discussion questions:

When you think of God being holy, what does that mean to you?
Have someone in your group read Exodus 3:5. Why did God make Moses take off his sandals? What made the ground holy?
Holiness means separating ourselves from sin. Why is saying “no” to sin sometimes difficult for us?
Holiness means being consecrated to God. What does it mean to be devoted and consecrated to God?
What applications of the truth of this lesson do you want to make in your life?

